
Please note that the organizers may have to alter the programme due to unavoidable changes in circumstances. 

Programme 

Wednesday. March 28, 2012 

12:00 Welcome and reception 
 Steel House, Teesside Works 

13:45 Assembly 
 Steel House lecture theatre 

13:50 Opening Address 
 David Wilcox 

14:00 Welcome Address 
 Cornelius Louwrens 
 Operations Director, SSI 

14:15 Keynote Address 
 Iain Archibald 
 President, COMA 

14:30 Break 

15:00 – 17:15 Sessions A and B 
 As shown on centre panel 

17:15 approx. Depart for hotel 

19:00 Assemble for dinner at 
 Tall Trees, Yarm 
 Meal hosted by COMA 
 Dress code: Business casual 

 

Thursday, March29, 2012 

08:30 – 10:00 Sessions C and D 
 As shown on right hand panel 

10:00 Break and Photo call 

10:30 Visit to SSI UK coke plants 

12:00 Lunch and departure 

Programme 

Wednesday. March 28, 2012 

Session A Steel House Lecture Theatre 

 
15:00 Margam Mine Project 
 Andy Dunbar 
 Tata Strip UK, Port Talbot, Wales 

15:30 Latest approaches to Management of 
Materials Handling Issues and 
Opportunities in Coke Making 

 Prof. Michael Bradley 
 Wolfson Centre for BSH Technology 
 Greenwich University 

16:00 Recent Coal research Findings 
 Dr Miguel Castro Diaz 
 Nottingham Fuel and Energy Centre 
 University of Nottingham 

16:30 RCO Gas Collecting Main Repairs 
 Sandy MacKenzie 
 Central Industrial Services (Northern) Ltd 
 & an SSI UK RCO representative 

 

Session B Conference Room 1.1 

 
15:00 IJmuiden Oven Wall Replacement 
 Jan Soonius 
 HeatTeQ Holding b.v., Netherlands 

15:30 Battery Repairs at South Bank Coke 
Ovens 

 Ian Whittle 
 SSI UK, Teesside 

16:00 Coke Oven Battery Condition Monitoring 
 Dr Ruth Poultney 
 Tata Steel Europe, RD & T, Teesside 

16:30 Battery Life Extension at Hwange, 
Zimbabwe 

 Nick Shaw 
 Otto Simon Limited 

Programme 

Thursday. March 29, 2012 

Session C Steel House Lecture Theatre 

 
08:30 The Latest Advancements in Coke 

Oven Machinery 
 Gary McCombie 
 John M Henderson, Scotland 

 
09:00 Maintenance Planning 
 Riaan De Beer 
 SSI UK, Teesside 

 
09:30 New Coke Side Machine at Monckton 

Coke Ovens 
 Cliff Briggs & Richard Wilkinson 
 Hargreaves, Royston, Barnsley 

 

Session D Conference Room 1.1 

 
08:30 Characterisation of Coke Oven Residue 
 Prof. Edward Lester 
 Process and Environmental Engineering, 
 Nottingham University 

 
09:00 Latest Desulphurisation Technology for 

Retrofitting to Existing By-products 
Plant 

 Dr.-Ing. Diethmar Richter 
 ThyssenKrupp Uhde GmbH, Germany 

 
09:30 Recent Achievements in the Control of 

PAH Exposure 
 Tina Conroy 
 Tata Steel Europe, Environmental, 

Rotherham 

 



 

Target Attendees 

o Maintenance and operating personnel 

o Coal supply decision makers 

o Technical and Research personnel 

o Suppliers and contractors 

o SHE personnel 

Participants will learn about recent advances in 
knowledge and experience in coke making and 
developments in the supply of raw material, plant 
and processes. 

Speakers 
Prof. Michael SA Bradley 

Director, Wolfson Centre, Greenwich University 

Cliff Briggs 
Project Manager, Monckton Coke & Chemical 

Tina Conroy  
Snr Researcher, Tata Steel Environment 

Riaan De Beer 
Plant Engineer, SSI UK 

Dr Miguel Castro Diaz 
Research Fellow, Nottingham University  

Andy Dunbar 
General Manager, Tata Steel Europe 

Prof. Edward Lester 
Divisional Head, Nottingham University 

Gary McCombie  
Technical Director, John M Henderson 

Sandy MacKenzie 
Business Improvement Manager, CIS 

Dr Ruth Poultney 
Principal Researcher, Tata RD&T 

Jan Soonius 
Managing Director, HeatTeQ  

Dr. Diethmar Richter  
Process Engineer, Gas Treatment Plants, Uhde 

Nick Shaw 
Constr.& Comm Head, Otto Simon Ltd 

Ian Whittle 
Process Engineer, SSI UK

Organisation 

The conference is organised by COMA working in 
collaboration with the host Sahaviriya Steel Industries 
(SSI UK). 

 

Location 

The conference is taking place at 
Steel House, SSI UK Teesside Works 

Trunk Road (A1085) Redcar, UK 

 

Directions: 

From the East, follow A66 or A174 to Teesport.  Take 
the A1085 to Redcar. Turn left at 2

nd
 roundabout into 

Works and stop at security gate for directions. 

 

Registration 

There is no registration fee, but attendees must pre-
register to gain access. 

To register visit www.coke-oven-managers.org for full 
details or contact: 

Mrs Jeanne Cawley, Floor 4S, Tata Steel, Steel 
House, Redcar, TS10 5QW 

jeanne.cawley@tatasteel.com  

SSI UK COMA 

COMA  COKE  CONFERENCE 

 

Coke and Coal Products Processing 
in the UK in 2012 

28 – 29 March 2012 

 

Venue: SSI UK Teesside Works 

Host: Sahaviriya Steel Industries 

“working towards a better future, but we 
embrace and respect our past heritage” 

…Phil Dryden, SSI UK President 

Free entry and parking 

Complementary refreshments available 

The conference provides a unique opportunity for all 
persons involved in the various aspects of the UK coke 
making industry to meet new contacts and share 
knowledge and experience. 
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